Facial palsy, an unusual presenting feature of childhood leukemia.
Facial paralysis is not a well-recognized presenting feature of leukemia in children. We present two infants and one older child in whom the initial manifestation of their leukemia was lower motor neuron facial paresis. Initial diagnosis in all the patients was Bell's palsy. The presence of Bell's palsy in young children requires a complete evaluation, including consideration of leptomeningeal disease. Leukemic children presenting with cranial neuropathy require intensive central nervous system therapy.